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Sao Paulo is a metropolis of 20 million people, located about
sevenly Kilometers from the coasl. Its inhabitants spend a large
parl ol its day sitting in traflic, especially on weekends, when the
highwavs are full of thousands of people trving Lo get to the beach.
The site of this house is located in the central arca of Sao Paulo,
between Avenida Brigadeiro Faria Lima (a major avenue) and an
imporlant infrastructure line (a highway and a railway), on the
cdges ol Pinheiros River. The lotis also inside the conie projection
arca corresponding to Congonhas Airport, so all fights arriving
lrom Rio de Janciro Hy right over the house.

In order to avoid driving for long hours on the weekends. the ¢l
cnls developed an unexpected —but logical - program: a weekend
house in the center of Sao Paulo.

A pool, asun deck and a garden are the key elements of the project.
The rest of the program is made up of a small apartment for the
house sitter and a space to cook and receive guests. Since zoning
dispositions allow a maximum height of six meters for this part
ol the city, and all the edges of the site had already been built up
lo thal level, the decision made was to consider the last floor  the
only one that receives natural light throughout the entire day - as
Lhe project’s ground Hoor. The pool and the sun deck are placed
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on this level as parallel massing’s. In a one-meter opening localed
between the two of them, two columns separated by a 12-meter
span are placed, which in turn become the supporting structure,
Lhrough beams. of the pool and the sun deck. The inferior level

the only enclosed space of the house  hangs [rom the latter with-
out ever touching the ground floor. Structurally, the pool works
as Lhe counterweight of the livable spaces. It's almost like making
the sea bear the weight of the beach.

The ground floor was left free of any type of construction, in or-
der to achieve the largest possible amount ol garden space. The
cnd resull is three different lavers, cach of them with a distinel
almosphere within the house: ground level (an introspeclive leel,
with a garden), the first Hoor (interior sensalion, floating), and the
Lerrace (extroverted and open space).

\When comparing this house and its program Lo other architectural
projects, there are two fTundamental differences that stand oul. On
the one hand, that the metropolis becomes a place where it is pos-

sible to enjov the weekend; and on the other, that the elements of

a house that are generally considered to be secondary are. in this
case, the main building blocks.
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When comparing this house and 1ts program to other architectural *,"Jr:;;{-:c[i%, there are Two

fundamental differences that stand out. On the one hand, that the metr s becomes a
place where It IS possible to enjoy the weekend; and on the other, that the:? elements of a house

that are generally considered to be secondary are, in this case, the main building blocks.

“The project not only dims the lines between

territory, landscape and architecture, but

also generates a vertical stratification of

microclimates, from a humid, shadowy and cool

environment in the garden to @ sunny cmd not one
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